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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SERMON NO. XXXIV. 
FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 


John xix. 5. 


“ Pilate saith unto them, behold the man!"’ 


Pinate, free from the common prejudices of the people whom he 
governed, could find in Jesus, arraigned at his tribunal, nothing worthy 
ef death. From the fury of the multitude, clamorous for his destruc 
tion, he was therefore willing to have shielded him, at any sacrifice less 
than that of the favour of a nation, already incensed by the crimes and 
corruption of his administration; and it was with evident reluctance e, 

D that he yielded to the importunity of their cruel and unreasonable de- 
mand, that he should release unto them Barabhas, and de stroy Jesus. In 
the hope that an inferior punishmeut would satisfy their malice, he had 
caused him to be scourged; and then, with his body lacerated by the 
rods, and bleeding at every pore, and having on a crown of thorns in 
ridicule of the pretensions which had excited their indignation, he brought 
him forth to the people, and said to them, behold the man. Behold the 
man, whom, though I can find no cause of death against him, you de- 
mand to be surrendered, by my sentence, to the worst and most ignomi- 
nious of deaths. Is it not enough that he has suffered alre: udy the pun- 
‘ ishment of a slave? Is it not enough that you behold him, exhibited, 
4 bruised, bleeding and faint, to your scorn and derision; his temple 
b, crowned with thorns, i in mockery of his aspiring to be your king? Will 
you bring his innocent blood upon you and your children? Will you 
provoke the indignation of your God by an inveterate perseverance in 
your violence against one so impotent, so humble, so guiltless of any 
thing of which you accuse him? Vain, however, were his appeals alike 
to their reason, their pity, and their fears. ‘‘ Cruciry Him, cruciry 
fim, was still their horrid cry, and the holy one and the just, is delivered 
as the lamb for the slaugter,into their hands. The remainder of the 
Saviour’s bitter and ignominious passion, needs not be detailed to you. 
It has been presented to your meditations in all its interesting particu- 
lars, in the scriptures of the season, and it were vain to attempt to 
heighten, by any colouring which we could give it, the effect of the pic- 
ture which the faithful Evangelists have drawn. 
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Oh! then that there were such an heart in us, that we might consider 
as we ought, this affecting, this awful, this sublime and most instructive 
spectacle; that called round the cross of the expiring Jesus, none of us 
might retire from it; until we had gained, or renewed an interest in its 
merits, never, never to be lost or impaired! That the solemnities to which 
the Church has, in her wisdom, hallowed this day, may be instrumental in 
giving such an ‘effect to the scene, which, onit, she calls us so peculiarly 
to contemplate, is our hearts fervent desire and prayer; and it ts in the 
hope of aiding them in some degree to produce such an effect, that I 
propose to suggest to you the sentiments proper to the contemplation, 
in all its parts, , of that passion of our Lord, to one particular of which, 
Pilate, with the words of the text, called the attention of the Jews. 

Behold the man and pity him, was the purport of these words in the mouth 
of the Roman Governor. We may consider ourselves called upon to 
behold the man, and admire: to behold him, and wonder; to behold 
him and adore; to behold and rejoice and trust in him; to behold and 
believe in, and obey him. 

Come, then, with me, brethren, to Ge ‘thsemene, the judgment hall, 
and Calvary, behold the man Christ Jesus in the last stages of his 
suffering, sorrowful sojourn among the children of men, behold him 
and admire! Behold and admire in him a most illustrious, a perfect 
example of suffering virtue! What piety and resignation, what forti- 
tude and intrepidlity, what meekness, patience, yet what dignity are 
here! As the hour of his sufferings approached, the scene through which 
he was to pass, presented itself in all its horrors to his view. Having 
taken upon him our nature, he was not without its sensibility to pain and 
danger; and co in an agony at the prospect that lay before him, he 
sweat, as it were, drops of blood. In prayer, however, he finds a resource 
adequate to the bitter extremity of this dark and trying hour; and hav- 
ing prayed, that if it were possible, the cup appointed him to drink might 
pass from him, he adds with an entire resignation of himself to the divine 
purposes in his coming into the world—nevertheless, not my will but thine 
be done. Thus foruitied by prayer, and the succours it obtained him from 
on high, he soon advances with cheerful firmness to his destiny—and 
without any symptom of alarm, meets the approaching emissaries of the 
chiefs and rulers, saying, “* whom seek + ye?” With undaunted spirit he 
chides their cowardice in coming out with’swords and staves to take him, 
and rejecting the proffered defence of one of his companions who would 
have smitten with the sword, surrenders himself to be bound and led to 
the unrighteous judgment of his enemies. There falsely accused, re- 
proached and vilified, he stands the calm and patient hearer of the con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself. Scourged, buffetted, spit on, 

mocked, insulted «nd derided, he suffers not one cry for mercy, not one 
murmur to escape him—but with a dignity, which shews his freedom 
alike from sullenness and from fear, breaks his silence only once more 
to utter his warning in the ears of the deluded multitude, saying, “to 
this end was I born, and for this end came I into the world that 1 should 
bear witness unto the truth”—and, “ hereafter shall ye see the son of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven.” 
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From this scene of injury and dishonour, follow your suffering Saviour 
jo the Mount on which he died. See him driven by an inhuman sol- 
diery, struggling up its rough ascent, tottering and breathless under the 
burden of his cross. Arrived at its height, and there suspended in ig- 
nominy and torture, behold and admire the same unmurmuring patience, 
the same calin fortitude characterizing the lingering hours of his cruci- 
fixion. Here, the only words he utters are words of piety, of love, and 
of forgiveness. ‘*My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me.”” Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit ! !? «& Woman behold thy son— 
son behold thy mother.” “ This night shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise.” ‘* Father forgive them! for they know not what they do.” My 
brethren, what circumstance necessary to greatness in suffering, is 
wanting in the case of Jesus, to complete the character?’ What that we 
have ever justly admired in any illustrious instance of persecution, suf- 
fering and death, that the world in any age has witnessed, does not here 
demand our admiration? But Jesus, in his sufferings and death, pre- 
sents us with more than a subject for our admiration and eulogium. ‘Vo 
these he is most eminently entit.ed. Yet ¢hese he commands in com- 
mon with many others, who have died martyrs to the cause of Giod and 
virtue, and paid, in their deaths, the forfeit of an integrity, which fear- 
ing God rather than men, would neither be deterred from duty by the 
frowns, nor seduced from it by the profiered favours of human power. 
Thus have philosophers, prophets, and apostles died. But a greater 
than philosophers, a greater than the greatest of the prophets is here. 
As “ Jesus spake as never man spake,”’ aod lived as never man lived, so 
he died as never mandied. ‘The evidence is irresistible in the sut fferin, gs 
and death of Jesus, of something more than movta!. Au eminent pro- 
fessor of infidelity,* saw and was struck with this; aud could he have 
asserted a freedom from vicious prejudice, worthy of the powers of his 
understanding, must have been vrought by it to the feet of Jesus, an 
humble convert to his faith. ‘* Where is the mau says he, where is the 
sage that has so far attained the pericctiou of wisdoia and virtue, as to 
live, act, sutfer and die, without weakness on the one hand, or ostenta- 
tion on the other? That sage was Christ. Ah, if the life aad death of 
Socrates carry withthem the marksof a sage, the life and death of Jesus 
proclaima God!” However impertect and indistinct might have been 
his own impression of it, and however little faith he might himself have 
had in it, the subtle and eccentric philosopher, of Geueva, here pro- 
nounced a truth, well worthy of all men to be received. Having then 
beheld and admired, we may call you, 

Secondly, to behold the man, and wonder. In Jesus Clirict, itis not the 
mere teacher of unwelcome truth that you behold, preterriny death to the 
disgrace ofits renunciation. It is not the mere enthusiast in philantirophy, 
glad by martyrdom to light up aflame, at which a bemghted world mugit 
read the lessons of his wisdom. Nor is it merely one who, charged with an 
errand from on high, dies to testify the reality of his pretensions, acd 
secure a gainsaying people’s hearing to his message. Some of these ire 
circumstances which may enter into the character of the sufferer on the 
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cross. But many circumstances attest, that not only a more than ordi- 
nary, but a far more than AUMAN sufferer is here. Was he not more 
than human, who awaking his disciples from their repose, before the 
traitor, and those he brought appeared, said to them, behold, he is at 
hand that doth betray me? Was he not more than human, from whose 
presence went forth a power, which struck those to the earth whe came 
to take him? Could he be human merely, who minutely predicting the 
temporary defection of his too improvidently zealous disciple, warued 
him that before the cock crew twice, he should deny him thrice? Could 


he be human who could have called down more than twelve legions of 


angels to guard his presence, and protect him from his adversaries? 
Could he be human, who in the last agonizing moments of dissolution 
could give assurance of pardon to his companion in ignominy and death, 
and dismiss his soul in peace with the promise of a participation of his 
bliss? Could he be human, in whose expiring agonies all nature seem- 
ed to sympathise—at whose death the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain, the rocks were split, the graves were opened, and many bodies 
which slept arose? No, my Brethren, these circumstances powerfully 
attest the piviniry of the sufferer on the cross. They shew, that when 
he who found in fashionas a man, thus humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, one expired, who be- 
ing in the form of God, might well esteem it no robbery to be equal with 
God. Behold then! this everlasting Son of the Father, this express 
image of his person, in whom “all the Father shone substantially ex- 
pressed”’—behold him thus surrendering himself to death—behold and 
wonder! He who had all power in heaven and in earth, dies by the hands 
of human power. He, who by the mighty power of his word, had 
called up others from the grave or averted from them the destroyer's 
arm, will not save himself, or come down from the cross! He too, in 
all whose actions and whose words shone forth the perfection of divine 
benevolence and kindness, who spake, who did nothing but in charity 


and in pity, to the bodies and the souls of men, he becomes the victim of 


their vengeance and their hatred. Who can behold this and not won- 
der! the death of Jesus is, in fact, my Brethren, the most wonderful 
event which the annals of time record. It is an event which involves 
views of the divine character and counsels which the human mind can 
never more than imperfectly conceive, and which, indeed, even angels 
desire to understand. We pretend not, it cannot be pretended to sepa- 
rate from the death of Christ, mystery with respect to which we must 
ever be content, in a great degree, to walk by faith, and not by sight— 
by faith in the word of God, and its express declarations. For until the 
Scriptures can be shewn to be the invention of man, and their represen- 
tations fictitious—that Jesus Christ suffered on the cross—and that Jesus 
Christ was divine, are truths, which on their plain testimony, all men 
are required to receive. Yes! in Jesus we behold God manifest in the 
flesh, suffering, bleeding, and dying by the hands of men, and those 
men sinners and vessels of wrath, themselves fitted for destruction. Stu- 
pendous mystery of godliness! Well might the heavens gather black- 
ness and the earth be wrapped i in glooms, when Jesus the Eternal Lord of 
both, expired im tortures! and well might they who watched his depart- 
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ing breath, when they saw the mighty things that were done in attesta- 
tion of heaven’s interest in the awful transaction of Monat Calvary, 
smite upon their breasts, and retire to proclaim to an astonishec’ and dis- 
mayed, yet still unbelieving world, that truly this was the son of God! 
Happily, however, my Brethre nD, the purposes of this death, so wonder- 
ful in itself, are plainly unfolded to us, and we may therefore, 

Thirdly, Behold the man and adore. Behold and ‘adore in Jesus, thus 
suffering and dying, the Saviour of the world. ** He isthe lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world”—“ slain from the foundation of the 
world’”’—the appointed expiatory victim, prefigured and typified in all the 
sacrifices which had been offered fromthe day of the first transgression, 
until he, on the cross, said it is finished! It is he, w ho, when he looke d 
and saw that there was no intercessor, with Ais own arm brought salva- 
tion; who, when sacrifices and burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin, 
God would not accept, said lo, J come; in the volume of the book it is 
written of me, that I should do thy will O God—TI am content to do it, 
yea, thy law is in my heart. Inthe volume of the book if had been 
written of him that he should come, Patriarchs foreshadowed him, and 
saw his day afar off. Prophets from age to age recorded, in various 
language, the testimony of the spirit concerning him. 

According to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, this 
benevolent Jesus came clothed with the bloody ministry of reconcilia- 
tion. He carried our sins, bore our iniquities—the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him, and by his stripes we were healed. 47 is finished, 
said he, when just about to render up his spirit into the Father’s hands. 
The work I came to do is finished—I have accomplished the law and 
the prophets—I have abolished all the sacrifices of the law, and sup- 
plied, by my sacrifice, all that was deficient in them. The desires of 
my heart are now satisfied. God is glorified, and man is saved! ‘ Mercy 
and justice are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other!” ‘Franscendant unspeakable love! where is the human tongue 
that shall express! where is the heart that can estimate as it deserves ! 
what men owe that Saviour who gave his life an oblation for their sins! 
Lamb of God who takest away the sins of the world, rece ‘ive our adora- 
tions—our blessings and thanksgivings! Lamb of God, Son of the Fa- 
ther, who takest away the sins of the world, we praise thee," we bless thee, 
we were thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee, for thy great 
glory! Blessing and honor, and glory and power be unto Him that sit- 
teth on the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

Fourthly. Behold the man, my Brethren, and rejoice and trust in 
him. Rejoice and trust in him as your Saviour and Redeemer indivi- 
dually, while you acknowledge and adore him as the Saviour and Re- 
deemer of the world. The disciples fled from the terrors of the hour 
and the power of darkness, and because he defended not himself from 
his enemies, thought their hopes of a deliverer in Jesus had been mis- 
placed. Be it not so with you. Impotent as your Lord may seem as 
you behold him in his humiliation, though you see him pierced, bleed- 
ing, expiring, yet is he not less your Lord, mighty to save, having in his 
hands the keys of death and hell. It was meet that he should be made 
perfect through sufferings—it was only through sufferings thai he could 
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be made perfect as the captain of our salvation, and the author of eternal 
life to all who call upon his name. 

The superscription of the cross, “this isthe King of the Jews,” was 
true—and the spirit of truth forbad it to be altered. What Pilate had 
written, he had written. This, and far more than this, even in his igno- 
miny, is true of the Son of God. He was, indeed, king of the Jews; 
but he was king not of that nation only, but of all the ends of the earth. 
To them, and to their children, ifthey would receive them, the promises 
of mercy and eternal life through a crucified Messiah were given—and 
not to them only, but also to all who were afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God should call. 7'o you then, Brethren, it is given to rejoice 
m the hope of glory. Behold the author of this hope going through the 
grave and gate of death to make it sure. Behold! and however the 
wise and disputers of this word may despise him—however the doctrine 
of his cross may be to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness,—as transgressors, rejoice and trust in him. Behold, and 
come to him, all ye who are weary and heavy laden with sins, and he 
will give you rest. Behold and come to him all ye whose consciences 
by sin are accused, and he will give you peace. Sad and appalling as 
may be the contemplation of that guilt of sin which demanded such a 
sacrifice to expiate it—yet, let it be your consolation and encourage- 
ment, that such a sacrifice has been otfered—that Jesus died, and by his 
blood washed away the hand-writing of the sentence that was against us. 
In him then let us rejoice—and in him stedfastly place our trust. Cast- 
ing away all confidence in ourselves, in all that man without a media- 
tor can effect, towards his peace with God, let this alone be our rejoic- 
ing, that we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the rght- 
eous, and he is the propitiation for our sins. Thus confiding when fear 
and sorrow arise from the remembrance of past or the sense of present 
involuntary transgression, Christ will be your refuge and consolation: 
and thus confiding, when your souls shall draw nigh to the gates of death, 
you will fear no evil; forthat very voice which on the cross spake peace 
to the departing spirit of the sinner, will cheer and animate you for the 
final conflict, with the assurance that Christ has taken from death his 
sting, and borne away the victory trom the grave. 

But this trust in Christ for peace, for pardon, and immortality, which 
the contemplation of his sufferings and death is suited to,inspire, must 
not reston them alone. ‘The foundation on which our trust in Christ 
as the Saviour of our souls from death must rest, is the merits of his blood 
and cross, appropriated to ourselves by our faith and obedience as his 
followers. 

Behold the man then, lastly, and believe and obey. My Breth- 
ren, when we address to you the exhortation to believe in the Son 

of God, it is manifest that we cannot exhort you to the faith in him, 
which is the mere conviction of the understanding, by the irresistible 
evidence he has left, that he came from God to be the instructor and Sa- 
viour of the world.’ Between such a belief in Christ, and that which lies 
at the foundation of the true Christian’s life and hopes, there is a diiier- 
ence as wide at least as between such belief and the infidelity which 
totally contemns his name and cross. With such a faith, the devils 
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may believe and tremble—and with such a faith, men may believe and 
falsely trust that they shall be sharers of the immortality which Christ 
revealed. But, my Brethren, the faith which the contemplation of the 
passion of our Lord is suited to inspire, and which is necessary to our 
trust in him as the Saviour of our own souls from death, is a faith 
which, awaking us as from the sleep of sin, sets us forward with ala- 
crity in the way of life eternal—a faith, which, pouring its holy reno- 
vating influence over the will and affections which were before the ser- 
yants of sin, bends them henceforward in glad and fervent devotion to 
Christ and his honor; to the glory of his name, and the prosperity of 
his cause. A faith, in a word, which he described, who said to one 
anxious by baptism to put on Christ, “if thou believest with all thine 
heart thou mayest.” 

Behold your Lord and Redeemer on the cross then, my Brethren, 
and believe on him with all your hearts. Surrender to him the affec- 
tions, consecrate to him all the thoughts and purposes of your heart. 
No longer divided between the world and its sinful pursuits, and him, let 
them be his alone. Believe on him with this entire surrender of the 
heart to him, and out of the abundance of the heart will spring a cheer- 
ful, active, universal obedience to his commandments. Amidst the 
general indifference of men to his honor, you will gladly confess and 
glorify him, even bearing his reproach before a gainsaying world.— 
Amidst the contempt of his enemies, and the reproach and dishonor 
brought upon his name by the treachery of his professing friends, you 
will rejoice to shew yourselves his faithful followers, by the purity, up- 
rightness, and holiness of your conversation in the world; by your 
active zeal for the interests of his Church and kingdom; by your exem- 
plary respect for his ordinances and statutes, and your uniform mani- 
festation in all the circumstances of your life, of the dispositions becom- 
ing the Gospel of Christ, and the expectants through it, of a glorious 
immortality. 

The contemplation of the passion of our Lord, will thus induce in our 
minds the true purpose of obedience to his will, because it will suggest 
every motive to such obedience, by which it is in our nature to be influ- 
enced. Does Jesus thus suffer and die, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God, and shall we not have gratitude to comply with 
the little he demands of us, in comparison of goodness towards us, of se 
inestimable value? ‘Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
shewn us, that while we were yet enemies, Christ died to save us ;” 
died that he might restore to us the lost favour of God, and make us his 
children by adoption and grace ; died, that we might have the image of 
God stamped anew on our defaced and polluted nature ; and be made 
in our capacities, holy as he is holy ; died, that we might be empowered 
from above, “to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world ;” and when we go hence, be made forever happy in the reconciled 
favour of our God! And shall we, by refusing to confess him before 
men, and by our disobedience and neglect of his commands, throw con- 
tempt on favours so great and undeserved, and trample under foot that 
precious blood of Chnist, which is the price of our ransom from the power 
of sin and death? 
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But, if gratitude cannot, prudence may influence us to behold and 
obey the Son of God. Christ died, my Brethren, to save us; but not 
against our will, or in spite of our persevering rejection of his mercy. If 
we accept not the salvation which ne offers, we are yet in our sins; and 
there is no other name, no other method, given under heaven, whereby we 
can be saved, but Jesus Christ, and him crucified. If then we refuse to 
come to Christ, that we may have life, and suffer his blood to have been 
shed for us in vain, in vain must we hope, any otherwise, to be saved 
from the consequences of our sins, or be made partakers of eternal life. 
Nay, in vain must we hope to escape the severe indignation of our God. 
Will he permit the offer of mercy so expensive as that which the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus purchased, to be despised with impunity? Oh no! 
often as he may repeat, the often disregarde «d call; long as he may 
cause the unheeded voice of the Redeemer’s blood crying from the cross, 
to be uttered in our ears, yet the day of mercy will not “always endure. 
Soon may, or later must its last hour expire, and that day of vengeance be- 
gin, from whose terrors, how alas! shal! they escape, who had neglected 
and contemned this great salvation ! 

As then, my Brethren, we would not be of the number of those for 
whom Christ shall have died in vain, those who, in the day, when, in- 
stead of a suffering, he shall appear, coming in the clouds of heaven, a 
triumphant Messiah, shall be rejected with an everlasting destruction 
from his presence, let us obey, in all things, his blessed will, and follow 
with glad and willing hearts, the path to which he hath pointed our feet. 
Let us testify our gratitude, our concern, for the honor of his name and 
word, and our desire to be sharers in the salvation, which by his pre- 
cious blood-shedding, he hath obtained for mankind, by every act of 
obedience he requires. 

At the table of the Sacrament of his body and blood, permit me, in 
concluding, to remind you, we shall find his own appointed memorial of 
his inestimable love, the pledge prescribed by himself, of our attachment 
to his cause, and a means which, in the abundance of his compassion 
for our infirmities, he has provided, of our ability to contend, even to the 
end, against all the enemies of our peace and salvation. And oh! 
Brethren, slight not this ws beseech you, lest Christ disown you for his 
friends and followers. ‘* Ye are my friends said he, if ye do whatever I 
command you.” Surely the many, who calling Christ their Saviour, and 
wrofessing to be his disciples, yet come not to the table of the commu- 
nion of his body and blood, cannot be well aware, obvious as the case is, 
that they thus virtually deny the Lord who bought them, and disown, in 
the face of a gainsaying world, the authority of that Saviour who died, 
that they might live. My Brethren, let not this inconsistency, and this 
unworthiness of the name we bear, be ours. And as we would not dis- 
honor our Lord before men, or be denied by him before his Father who 
is in heaven, let us prepare to celebrate his holy Eucharist, with glad 
and thankful, with humble and obedient hearts. Let us do this in grate- 
ful remembrance of him, who poured out his soul unto death for our 
sing—let us do this, in testumony to the world that we are his believing 
followers; and let us do this, at once in evidence, and in confirmation of 
eur hope, through him, of glory, honor, and immortality. 
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POR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A TRACT, 


On the subjects of, and mode of administering the Christian Sacrament of 
Baptism. (Continued from page 80.) 


Section I1.—Obdjections to the Baptist Scheme. 


They who oppose the baptism of Infants usually take great pains 
to show that he who sincerely believes the Gospel, is a proper 
subject for baptism. But this is unnecessary, for there are no 
Christians who, adinitting the obligation of this ordinance, do not, 
to use the phraseology of the Baptists, ‘hold to Believer’s baptism.” 
The Question, as to which they are at issue, with the great body 
of Christians of all ages, isthis: ‘‘ Are Infants proper subjects of 
Baptism?” Instead of proving the affirmative, it is intended to 
place the Baptist in a position to which he is unaceustomed, viz. 
on the defensive, by pointing out some of the difficulties with which 
his Scheme is encumbered. , 

I. It makes the Church of Christ, to resemble a School of Phi- 
losophers. From such a School, not only is the immature mind 
excluded, but its pupils are selected as possessing superior infor- 
mation to those who are admitted into other Schools. Such a 
School concerns itself exclusively with the understanding. Its 
aim is to instil truth, and not to form habits. Now we would not 
undertake to say that a Baptist Church resembles in all respects 
such a School. But the same error is at the root of both systems. 
It is that the moral improvement of Man may be adequately ad- 
vanced, without it being commenced in early life, and by the 
influence of precept, rather than of that discipline whose object is 
to form virtuous habits. The truth is, the education of man, as it 
respects his physical, intellectual, and moral nature, cannot be en- 
tered upon too soon, and the expediency, and of course the divine 
authority, ‘for the divine arrangements are always directed by the 
highest wisdom,} of that religious system may well be questioned, 
which postpones to adult-age the great business of religious edu- 
cation. It will be replied, that the religious education of the 
Young is not neglected by Baptists. But our present inquiry is 
not, as to what individuals do, who may depurt from their professed 
principles. The care of the Ministers, according to the Scheme 
we are now considering, belongs to the grown persons who alone 
are Members of the Society. To the Young, the Ministers bear 
no other relation than they do tothe Heathen in general. But let 
us admit, that a degree of attention is bestowed'on the Young, by 
the Ministers of their parents, still there will not be entertained for 
the Young, that solicitude which is felt by fellow-Christians for each 
other, and therefore it cannot be expected, that such efforts will be 
made for their spiritual welfare, as would be, under another system 
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which recognizes them as Members of the one body of Christ, for 
“If one member suffer, all the members suffer with it,” and if one 
rejoice, all are made happy. 

II. The peculiar opinion, now before us, destroys the analogy, 
in an important particular, between the Christian and the preceding 
Divine dispensations. Under the Adamic, the Patriarchal, and the 
Hebrew dispensations, infants were admitted to Church-Member- 
ship. If they are not admissible under the Christian dispensation ; 
not only is it difficult to account for their exclusion, but the con- 
sistency of the divine designs is darkened, and the beautiful uni- 
formity in the Divine dispeusations is marred. More—the analogy 
between the Church on earth, and that in heaven is remarkably 
obscured; for, from the latter, no one is excluded by reason 
of want of age. Indeed it is probable that the largest pro- 
portion of those in the Church triumphant, are such as died in 
infancy. 

Ill. The forbidding infants to come into the Church of Christ, 
is inconsistent with that solicitude in relation to them which he 
manifested on all occasions. In conformity to the predicted trait 
in his character, “ he took the little children in his arms, put his 
hands on them and blessed them.” Ue reproved those who would 
have kept them from him, aud encouraged attention to their spiritual 
welfare on various occasions: ‘* Whosoever shall receive one of 
such children in my name receiveth me.” “ It is not the will of 

our father in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.” 
“ "Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones.” ‘ Who- 
soever Shall give to drink unto one of these little ones,* a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a disciple, Verily, I say unto you, 
he shall in no wise lose his reward.”’+ That this ardent friend of 
infants, should introduce a systeim of religion in which their case 
is entirely overlooked, according to which they are deprived of 
priv.ieses which they had under former dispensations, is highly 
improbable. It is far more probable, that the few Christians who 
hold this opinion have misunderstood that system. The question 
may be asked: Why did not our Lord baptize those infants who 
were brought to him?) We reply, that our Lord for wise and good 
rensons, which however are not made known to us, did not baptize 


” 


* Even if it should be admitted that the “ little ones,” mentioned in this text, 
may be understood in a spiritual sense, the same cannot be said of the other texts 
above quoted. In Mark x. 13. we read “they brought young children” to Christ, 
and that they were in the state of infancy, seems to follow from the remark, ‘And 
he took them upin his arms."’ So in Mark ix. 47. the children referred to, must 
have been infants, for we are told, “‘ He took a child, and when he had taken him 
in his erms, he said. “ Whoever shall receive one of such children, &¢.” Acoin 
in Matthew xviii. 10 and 14, the littl ones whom we are warned not to “ despise,” 
and whom the father willeth uot te perish, are infants, ior we read in the 4th 
verse, that “ Jesus called a /itf/e child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 
and said, “Except ve be converted, and become as little children.”’ and it is in con- 
nection with this pessace that he remarks, “ Take heed that ve despise not one ot 
these little ones.” “It is not the will of vour father in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish.” 

+ Maft. x. 42 
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at all: “ Jesus baptized not, but his disciples.” Besides, where 
is the evidence that their parents wished them baptized? How do 
you know that they were not baptized already? ‘I'he parents are 
said to have brought them that Christ might touch them, or lay 
hands on them, tiat is bless them—which he did. 

IV. The prohibition of lnfaut-baptism is a doctrine of recent 
origin. If it was held in the Apostolic age, how can it be explained, 
that the Jews never urged as an objection agatust the Gospel, that 
it cut off infants from privileges which they had under the Law? 
How is it, that the Converts from Judaism, who were so tenacious 
of all their religious customs, silently yielded one so dear, not only 
to the parental, but to every benevolent bosom? How is it, that 
the Apostles, who so often vindicated the peculiarities of the Gos- 
pel, should have said nothing on this point, with which it is natural 
to suppose that their hearers would have been dissatisfied? If the 
Bapust doctrine was held by the Apostles, where is the evidence? 
Where is the declaration, that infants shall be no longer admitted to 
Church-Membership? Where is the example of an infant being 
presented for baptism, and dismissed as not a fit subject? There 
is no trace of their doctrine, in the writings of the fathers. ‘Ter- 
tullian recommended the delay, but never denied the lawfulness, 
of baptizing infants. History informs us of no sect, or even an 
individual, who held the Baptist doctrine until the year 1120, when 
one sect of the Waldenses avowed it, ‘‘ because they supposed in- 
fants incapable of salvation. But the main body of that people 
rejected the opinion as heretical, and the sect which held it soon 
came to nothing. The next appearance of this opinion was in the 
year 1522.”* It is a remarkable fact, stated by Wall,} that so late 
as the time of composing the Catechism of the Church of England, 
there was not a single Englishman who held the Baptist doctrine. 
We see then, that for about 1100 years, there was no Church on 
earth, according to the Baptist views, with which a believer could 
lawfully commune, for during that period, Infant-baptism, which 
according to them, is no baptism, was universally practised. There 
was in fact, they being judges, no Church on earth. Now this 
seems, utterly inconsistent with the divine promise, that the gates 
of hell should never prevail against the Church. 

V. There is another difficulty in their Scheme. In Romans xi. 
17, &c. the Church is represented as having been, and as destined 
to be, always essentially one. It was and will ever be the same 
“Olive Tree.” The Gentiles are grafted in—but the Church has 
not changed. And yet a change it certatnly would be, if the whole 
class of infants are to be excluded from its privileges. The 
branches broken off shall be grafted in again, that is—-the Jews 
“ shall be hereafter brought into exactly the same state as they 
were in, previously to their exclusion fromthe Church by rejecting 
Christ, and when grafted in, they will form the identical Olive 
Tree from which they had been broken off; but the old Olive ‘l'ree, 


* Vol. v. p. 320 of Dwight’s pore! 


* Ch. viii. 6. of his History of Infant sptism. 





—~ 


ee 
~~ ee eee ~~ =" 


~~ © Ser we 


—— — 
at a ca 





10 A Tract—On Baptism. | April, 


or the Church, consisted of infants and adults, and therefore the 
Church will again consist of infants and adults, when they are 
brought again into the fold of Christ.”* ‘ If it had nut been for 
their unbelief, (for which they were cut off) they would have con- 
tinued, both they and their infants, as Members of the Church of 
God. So when it shall please God to give them faith, they will be 
re-instated, that is, they and their infants will be members of the 
Church of God again.’ t 

Now, according to the Baptist opinions, Infants belonged to the 
Church in the beginning, and will belong to it at the end of time, 
but they ought not to belong to it in the intermediate ages, (that is 
during the period when the Jews have been broken off, and are not 
yet restored to the Tree) or, when the Jews are grafted in, and wish 
according to the old custom, to bring in their infants, the Gentiles 
will forbid them, and thus schism must be inevitable. 

VI. If Infants cannot be Members of the Church, what is the 
meaning of St. Paul, | Cor. vil. 14, where he denominates some of 
them “holy?” He speaks of two classes of infants, and calls the 
one “unelean,” and the other “ holy.” No infant can have posi- 
tive holiness, or at least no one infant can have more than another. 
The holiness, he attributes to an infant, can be nothing else, than 
that which attaches to him, as being a member of God’s holy 
Church. The word translated holy, is elsewhere rendered saints,{ 
and who are the saints on earth, b t the members of the visible 
Church? If St. Paul had said “else, were your children” out of 
the Church, instead of “ unclean; and “now are they” in the 
Church, instead of ‘now are they holy,” I ask, would he not have 
made an equivalent statement? Here then he affirms incidentally 
the existence of a custom, whereby infants were recognized as 
Church-Members. The Ancients said of certain children, * they 
are made holy or made saints, and we, in analogy, say children are 
christened, or made Christians, and the meaning both of the one 
and the other is baptized.” 

Vil. If baptism be not applicable to infants, ‘omy is it that St. 
Paul in Col, ii. 11, should call it the “circumcision of Christ,” 
that is Christian circumcision. If the ordinances resemble each 
other so nearly that the same name may be applied to both, it is 
not a just inference that they are to be used by the same persons, 
viz. both Adults and Infants? 

VIIT. It will not be denied, that the sacred epistles are (excepting 
a few addressed to individuals,) addressed to Churches, that is, to 
the association of believers in various places. Now, if infants were 
not recognized as belonging to such associations, how can it he ex- 
plained that they are specially addressed? We read, both 1n the 
Epistle to the Church at Ephesus, and in that to the Church 
at Colosse, “ Children obey your parents in the Lord.” and, that 
these were of tender age is evident, for in the following verse, 


” Jerram on Baptism, p. 43. t Edwards on Baptism, p. 63. 
t See 1 Cor. i. 2, and Ephes. i. 2. 
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parents are exhorted to “ bring them up in the nurture and adme- 
nition of the Lord.” St. John thus expresses himselt, “T write 
unto you, fathers. I write unto you, little children” He could 
not have intimated more plainly that the Church was composel 
of Adults aud Infants. 

(To be continued.) 


——Isae 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A BIBLE QUESTION ANSWERED. 


Messrs. Editors—The Bible Questions proposed in your January 
number are so copious, that neither my time nor your pages 
would admit a full discussion of them. I submit to you, theretore, 


the following, as merely the Aeads of an argument on the last of 
them.* ; 


A. A. 
Arguments for the Uncorrupted Preservation of the Books of Scripture 


I. The Old Testament. 

1. No evidence exists of any corruption; and it is extremely 

improbable ;—for, 

2. The Law of Moses was the public Law of the land, accord- 
ing to which justice was administered, and it was unalterable. 
All the succeeding books agree with the Law. 

They were esteemed sacred and tuviolable. 

They were publicly read and taught, in the Schools of the 
Prophets, (1 Sam. xix. 20. and 2 Kings, ii. 3. 5.) and to the 
people generally, (2 Chron. xvii. 7. 9.—Nehem. viii.—Acts, 
xili. 14. 15, 27.) 

6. Neither the Prophets nor our Lord ever accused the Jews 
of corrupting them. 

7. Had they done so they would have expunged those ports 
which are so discreditable to their national character, which 
they have not done. 

8. The jealousy of the Jews and Samaritans, and subsequently 
of the Jews and Christians, secured the Scriptures from 
corruption by either. 

9 The captivity and subsequently the destruction of Jerusalem, 
dispersed the Jews, and with them copies of the Old Testa- 
ment all over the World 

10. The Old Testament has been translated into various lan- 

guages, commented on, &c 
11. All the Copies, the Versions, Comments, &c. agree in all 

material points. 


nm 99 
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* We regret that we had not room for this article in the last number. 
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I. The New Testament. 
1. The Books of the New Testament were copied and circu- 
lated as soon as they were written. 

. They were universally read and taught in public and private. 

. They were soon translated into various languages. 

- Commentaries were written on them, and Harmonies framed 
of them 

. Various Sects of Christians formed a check on each other, 
and furnished security against any corruption. 

. Allthe Manuscripts, printed editions, versions and Fathers 
agree in every material point of fact, of faith, and of morals. 

. The facts and doctrines all agree with the testimony of 
contemporary history. 

. The Books received are all, and the same, which were re- 
ceived as Canonical by the Primitive Christians, and recited 
in the ancient catalogues. 

It cannot be supposed that the Spirit of God, would have 
permitted any essential or ruinous corruption of the Oracles 
of Divine Truth, and the means of human salvation. 


—tlie 


Importance of a Knowledge of the Learned Languages to the Clergy. 


‘* By far the most serious and engrossing concern of man—re- 
vealed religion—is built upon this foundation. The meaning of 
the Scriptures, which it is so important to understand, can be 
explained only by scholars, and the controversies of the present 
day, turn almost exclusively upon points of biblical criticism, &c. 
How can a divine, whose circumstances allow him any leisure, sit 
down in ignorance of such things !—How can he consent to take 
the awful information which he imparts to the multitudes commit- 
ted to his care, at second hand? Surely here, if any where, it may 
emphatically be said tardi ingenii est consectari rivulos, fontes rerum 
non videre. Indeed, this single consideration is weighty enough, 
to maintain the learned languages in their places in all the Univer- 
sities of Christendom.” —Southern Review—Art. I. 

This is indeed a powerful, and unanswerable statement. 
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FROM THE CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR. 
VIOLATIONS OF THE LORD'’S-DAY.* 


Could we place ourselves on an eminence in the midst of this 
nation, and survey every part of it as easily as the astronomer sur- 


* We have changed the word Sabbath for Lord’s-day, wherever it occurred, 
believing the latter the more appropriate name of the holy-day, under the Chris- 


tian dispensation, 
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veys the heavens, what countless multitudes might we behold vio- 
lating every Lord’s day. Butthe eye of God sees them all. Though 
we cannot take such a view, we continually see or hear of the pro- 
fanation of that holy day, in all parts of our country, from Lubec 
te New-Orleans, and from the shores of the Atlantic to the western 
settlements of Missouri. The time was, when, in New-England, 
especially, a general stillness reigned on the Lord’s day, and the 
public and private worship of God was the great business of the 
day. But now, what a change! The running of stages, steam- 
boats, and private carriages, almost without number; the passing 
of loaded wagons, and droves of various animals; sailing, swim- 
ming, and aimost every kind of business and amusement, may now 
be witnessed in one part or another of this portion of our country: 
and yet, we believe the Lord’s day is less profaned in New-England 
than out of it. Complaints on this subject have become frequent 
and loud from every part of the land. We have heard the present 
season, of a steam-boat plying on the Lord’s day between Boston and 
Nahant to accommodate parties of pleasure ; though we are aware 
of the circumstances which put a stop to the practice. And even 
in the far-famed ‘* land of steady habits,” tell it not in Gath—the 
Norwich steam-boat, as has been noticed in another part of this 
number, advertises to leave “* on Sundays and Wednesdays.” One 
of the Hartford steam-boats too commenced encroaching on the 
Lord’s day in a similar manner; and we know by what means the 
desired change was effected. We have seen the Lord’s day trodden 
under foot by the owners, and drivers, and passengers of the 
United States mail-coach, by travellers in private coaches, chaises 
and gigs, down to the company of footpads and solitary stragglers, 
The livery stables both in and out of New-England, are emptied 
to accommodate those who must ride for business or amusement on 
the Lord’s day. 

From the city of New-York, tidings often reach us of the arrival 
and departure, on the Lord’s day, of steam-boats and other craft 
thronged with parties of pleasure; to say nothing of vessels of 
larger size, or of other violations of the day, which are but too 
well known. We remember also the removal on the first Lord’s day of 
July last, ** of Causici’s statue from its former position in Elm-street, 
through Broadway to the Park, whilst the neighbouring congregations 
were engaged in religious worship ;” and the fact that “a number of 
persons” were on the same day “ at work onthe top of the City Hall, 
preparatory to celebrating the anniversary” of our Independence. We 
notice too, that our large rivers and canals, swarm with sloops, steam- 
boats, passage-boats, and water-craft of every name, filled with profaners 
of the Lord’s day. And how many of the “eighty or ninety thousand 
persons” who arrive at Utica in a year, simpl¥ in canal boats and stages, 
travel upon the Lord’s day in one part or anothér of their tour? We 
have heard loud complaints again and again, of professors of religion 
from New-England, passing through the western part of New-York in 
public stages and on the Canal, upon that holy-day, They seem. to 
think it no profanation of the day to travel when from home; or that in 
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passing through that thoroughfare of the United States, they shall not be 
noti ed, either by God or man. The Synod of Albany, state, ‘that the 
profanation of the Lord’s day is practised to an extent altogether unpre- 
cedented in that portion of our country, included within the bounds of 
this Synod” We have also heard it stated by a gentleman of unquestion. 
anole veracity, who had the means of knowing the fact, thas with respect 
to the canal boats and staves in the region of which we are speaking, 
there is no perceptible difference between the Lord’s day, and other days 
of the week. This remark applies t» vehicles of every description, except 
the few whose proprietors have suffi-ient respect for the Lord’s day to rest 
on that day. But this is not all. What a moltitude of persons are em- 
ployed from morning ull night, and from night till morning, in waiting 
upon the arrival and departure, and in providing for the entertainment, of 
these open violaters of the Lord’s day 

We have, not long since, seen such notices in the public papers as the 
following : * Five hundred persons arrived in this place (Buffalo) last 
Sunday ” “ Last Sunday five hundred persons arrived at Chester ina 
steam-boat ” We have just seen it stated, that on ‘he second Sunday in 
September, the volunteer companies of the city of Philadelphia, marched 
through its principal streets at noon day, “ to the sound of fife and drum,” 
and embarked on board a steam-boat for Maryland, “ to assist in cele- 
brating the aoniversary of the battle of Baltimore.” They landed at 
Newcastle as the people were retiring from Church, and made a great 
display through its streets. What rendered this instance of the profanation 
of the Lord’s day the more wanton, is, that * we are informed that this 
company might easily have reached Baltimore in time, without taking the 
Lord’s day for it”? Farther to the west, a notable excursion was made 
upon the Ohio river, on the Lord’s day not long since, in the steam-boat 
Pennsylvania, from Pittsburg. Among other amusements, the party 
engaged in the firing of cannon; for an * overcharged swivel burst in 
firing. and broke in several pieces, the right arm of the firer ” 

If we look into the capitol of this nation, what examples shall we find 
there? We have heard of Congress sitting, in one instance, at least, 
during the last session, till five o'clock, on Sunday morning. During the 
same session, about thirty members of that body took a steam-boat, and 
went down the Potomac to visit Mount Vernon, and pay their respects at 
the tomb of Washington on the Lord’s day. But to the honour of the 
proprietor let it be recorded, they were refused permission to land. It 
has gone the round of the public papers, that not long since, under a late 
administration, the President and heads .f department made an excursion 
in a steam-boat on the Lord’s day, to visit, if we rightly remember, a 74 
gun-ship. What effect must such examples of our rulers, published as 
they are in every part of the country, have upon the people? It has been 
well said, “ the example of men in official stations is among the most 

werful moral causes whigh afflict or bless a community If it be good 
it descends with cheering power, like the gentle rain upon the earth ; but 
if it be evil, fron its bad eminence, it comes down upon the community, 
like the mountain torrent, sweeping away landmarks.” In the country 
to the West and Souths we have reason to believe the Lord’s day is no 
les$ profaned. than in the regions at which we have glanced. In all parts 
of the country, it is with multitudes a mere holiday. They go forth te 
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their amusement in troops, trampling under foot the day which God has 
consecrated to his service. But we will not proceed further to specify 
facts of the kind we have noticed. 

The friends of the Lord’s day have witnessed with deep concern and 
regret, the legalized profanation of it, in one department of our national 
government; we mean the Post-Office department. Petitions have 
been laid before Congress again and again, praying that this evil 
might be remedied, but it is not remedied. Multitudes are now required, 
in the discharge of their official duty, to violate the law of God; to say 
nothing of the numerous other violations which result from the present 
arrangement. But, be it remembered, no law of man can in the least 
remove the obligation to keep the law of God, or diminish the guilt of 
profaning his holy-day. God has said, “ Remember the Sabbath day, 
to keep it holy ;” ‘and no law of any government on earth can set this 
command aside, or abate it force. What authority have Congress, or 
all the governments in the world, in opposition to the command of 
Jehovah > Whoever transgresses the law of the Lord’s day in the dis- 
charge of his official duty, does it at his peril. Could he not retain his 
office, if he did not act up to his instructions ? Then let him lose it, but 
save his conscience. Let him obey God rather than man. In vain will 
he attempt to cover his sins bv the law of the land. And what renders 
his guilt in this case stil! more glaring, is this, that he accepts his appoint- 
ment with his eyes open, and with the deliberate determination habitually 
to violate the law of the Lord’s day. We know he can smile at these 
suggestions and disregard them—but we know too that he must give ac- 
count of his conduct in the day of Judgment. Wo to the man that per- 
severes in known violations of the Lord’s day. 

Facts compel us to believe that the evil of Sabbath-breaking is rapidly 
increasing every year. Among the causes of this increase, are the facili- 
ties of communication both by land and water, from one part of the 
country to another; and the increase of a commercial enterprising spirit 
among our citizens. The temptations to profane the Lord’s day are 
powerful, and fearfully increasing, and threatening to blot it out from 
our nation. 

The evil is felt, though not as deeply as it should be. But the friends 
of the Lord’s day are beginning to be alarmed. They are looking around 
them and i inquiring what can be done If we are not greatly mistaken, 
there is an anxiety among them on this subject, which demands that some 
efforts should be made to prevent our civil and religious institutions from 
being undermined, and becoming a heap of ruins. Should they close their 
eyeson this subject, after having seen the danger to which the Lord’s day i is 
exposed ; should they be ready to say the evil is so great that there is no 
remedy—ruin is the inevitable consequence. If the subject be let alone, 
the tide of desolation will sweep away every vestige of our religious insti- 
tutions from the land, and our choicest social and civil privileges will go 
with them into the same abyss. 


—~>— 


‘* Where is God?” said a Clergyman who interrogated a little 
boy on his catechism. “I will answer you,” replied the child, 
‘when you have told me where he is not.” 

GOS. MESS.—VOL. V. 15 
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EARLY NOTICES OF THE CHURCH IN SOUTH*CAROLINA. 


(Continued from page 56 of the number for February.) 


1714—“ On the second of October, 1713, the Rev. Mr. Gray, 
having his character and abilities upon due examination, allowed, 
was received as the Society’s Missionary to St. Helena’s, in South- 
Carolina, with the salary of £50 per annum, and the usual allow- 
ance of money and books.” 

“ The Rev. Dr. Le Jean, by letter dated South-Carolina, Parish 
of St. James, near Goose-Creek, February 23d, 1712, expresses the 
comfort he had to see his small endeavours not altogether fruitless ; 
‘* For, besides the three adults that received lately the holy baptism, 
as he had mentioned in his last, he baptized a fortnight ago, a 
Negro woman, being presented by her own mistress; and God 
willing, two other Negro women, w ould be baptized at Easter, with 
consent of their masters,’ &c. The Rey. Mr. Taylor, from St. 
Andrew’s Parish, in South-Carolina, July 29, 1713, writes thus : 
** As I am a Minister of Christ, and of the Church of England, and 
a Missionary of the most Christian Society in the whole world, I 
think it my indispensible and special duty to do all that in me lies, 
to promote the conversion and salvation of the poor heathens here, 
and more especially of the Negro and Indian slaves in my own 
Parish. If the Masters would heartily concur with the Ministers, 
we should have better hopes. [I cannot but honor Madam Haigne, 
who is lately come to this plantation, this Gentlewoman, and one 
Madam Edwards, who came with her, have taken extraordinary 
pains to instruct a considerable number of Negroes, loose and 
wicked, in the principles of the Christian religion, and to reclaim 
and reform them: And the wonderful success they have met with, 
in about half a year’s time, encouraged me to go and examine 
those Negroes, about their knowledge i in religion. Among other 
things asked them, Who Christ was? They re: adily answered, fie is 
the Son of God, and Saviour of the world, and told me, they winbraced 
him as such with all their hearts. I desired them to rehearse the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Ten Commandments, and the Lord’s 
Prayer, which they did very distinctly and perfectly. Fourteen of 
them gave me so great satisfaction, and were so very desirous to be 
baptized, that I thought it my duty to do it on the last Lord’s di Ly. 
And I doubt not, but those Gentlewomen will prepare the rest of 
them for baptism in a little time. And L hope the good example 
of these two Gentlewomen, will provoke, at least, some Masters 
and Mistresses to take the same care and pains with their poor 
slaves.” There be other accounts of the like good endeavours 
to bring over the poor ignorant Negroes to a Christian faith 
and practice. None of the adult slives are admitted to b: iptisim, 
without being able to give a reason of their desire to be baptized.” 
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The Society have continued their good wil! to the bordering 
Indian nation, and are ready to do all that is possible towards the 
eivilizing and converting of them. Mr. Johnson brought home with 
him from South-Carolina, a young Yamousee prince, whom the 
Society clothéd and sent to school, in order to be instructed in 
literature aud religion, and disposed to a love of the English nation, 
that when well qualified in knowledge and manners, he might be 
reimitted into his own country, to help and support the British in- 
terests, and promote the Christian religion. 

[Speaking of the benefactions giving them this year, the Society 
mentions| * Five hundred pounds more given by the Lords Pro- 
prietors of South-Carolina, to the building of the Church at 
Charles-Town, by the influence, chiefly of the Lord Carterat, who, 
with the rest of the right honourable Board, have received the So- 
ciety’s thanks in private, and will be pleased to admit of these 
further acknowledgements for such their pious munificence.” 

Speaking of ‘heir allowance of Books, the Society mentions a 
donation “To ‘ir. Dennis, school-master at Boochaw, near Goose- 
Creek, in South Carolina, 18 Bibles, and the Common Prayer-Book 
bound up with them, besides 6 Whole Duties of Man, which, as 
wis said, would be of very great service, and very acceptable, 
where Church and School matters went on very slowly. ‘To the 
Rev. Dr. Le Jean, Rector of Goose-Creek, in the same province, 
3 dozen of Wall’s Abridgements, and 3 or 4 dozen of the Rise and 
Progress of Anabaptism, with several copies of the last Lord Bishop 
of St. Asaph’s Sermon, to be distributed amongst his Parishioners, 
where sectaries are very active amongst the ignorant, and artful 
likewise towards the seduction of them into the errors of the 
Anabaptists.” 

Within the year, there has been a call but for one Catechist— 
and that was at Charles-’l'own, in South-Carolina, whither the 
Rev. Mr. John Whitehead is sent, with the allowance of £50 
per annum for his assistance of the Minister there in bis cure, and 
his care of instructing, in the principles of the Christian religion, 
the children of such Indians as are nearest that Town, and all such 
others, as shall be charitably received into the houses of the inhab- 
itants, that they may attend such Christian instruction; of which, 
we are informed by the Rev. Mr. Gideon Johnson, Rector there, 
that it is likely there will be not a few. 

To the Rev. Gideon Johnson, besides favor of an assistant, as 
above, at his request; the Society has advanced £12 10s. to 
him, in consideration of some present circumstances, and to make 
him’ easy. 

The Society sent Missionaries—‘ to the south-west of the said 
Continent, on the side of the Carolina’ s, &c. The Yamousees, 
Taskarara, Chowan, and other people.” 

** The Society have thought fit, as a proper expedient, and in the 
most ingratiating manner, to bring them over to some sense and 
practice of Christianity. ‘To maintain in the interim, and to in- 
struct at schools in London, and elsewhere, a young man, brought 
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over from South-Carolina for that purpose, by the Rev. Mr. 
Johnson, whose father is one of the Chiefs amongst these Yamousee 
Indians; and at whose request, as is said, together with the Em- 
peror’s, he was so brought over to be instructed in the Christian 
religion, and manners of the English nation. And this has been 
done at no small expense, for clothing of him, schooling, boarding, 
travelling charges, &c. since June 1713, (together with a small 
present of a gun or fuzee, with some stockings, granted to his 
father by the Society, and were said to be acceptable.) In the 
close of which, whilst preparing for his departure, having sufficient 
specimens of his improvement in literature, and knowledge of 
Christian principles, he had the honour and benefits of baptisin 
conferred on him, by the hands of the Right Reverend Father in 
God, Lord Bishop of London, in the Roy al Chapel of Somerset- 
House, on Quinquagesima Sunday, at the age of 19 years, by the 
name of George: the Right Honourable Lord Carterat, with Abel 
Kittelby, Esq. a worthy member of the Society, and Mrs. Cecilla 
Conyers, being Sponsors. Soon after which, the said noble Lord, 
was permitted to offer him to his Majesty under the character given; 
who was pleased to receive him very graciously. And may the 
hopes, entertained of him, with respect to the conversion of his 
brethren, on his return to his own country, be suitable to the ad- 
vantages and favours received here by him in England. 

“The Rev. Dr. Le Jean, Rector of St. James’s, at Goose-Creek, 
in South-Carolina, assures: That he has this year baptized fou: 
Negro women, an old sensible Negro man upon his death- bed, with 
three Negro children; and admitted to the C ‘ommunion, five men 
and two women of that sort, hoping in a short time to baptize two 
more men, and to receive the abjuration of a Negro woman bred 
in Guardalupa; and that all this was done with their respective 
masters consent. ‘Some more, saith he, came to me shewing an 
earnest desire to receive the holy sacrament: I encourage them 
the best I can, by Divine grace,” concluding thus: “It is a singular 
comfort to me to see, that whilst so many professed Christians ap- 
pear but lukewarm, it pleaseth God to raise to himself, faithful and 
devout servants from among the Heathen, who are very zealous in 
the practice of Christian duties: I hear no complaint of our prose- 
lytes; their masters commend them for their faithfulness. And the 
Society may be satisfied, that their pious designs are not fruitless, 
as irreligious men would intimate, when they pretend that the know- 
ledge of the true God, and Jesus his Son, render our slaves worse 
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FROM THE JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, 


Extract from an Address on Female Education, by the Rev. Cuarves 
Burrovcnus, Rector of St. John’s Church, Portsmouth, N. H. 


* The brief view that has been given of the history of woman exhibits 
most painful proof how little has yet been done for her mental improve- 
ment, and how excessive have been her sufferings from such neglect. 
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This shows that her education is a subject of infinite importance not 
only to herself, but to the general good of society. We allude not here 
to ornamental or superficial acquirements, We spe: ak of that high sys- 
tem of instruction, which calls into vigorous exercise all the fac ulties of 
the soul, strengthens it by culture, stores it with knowle dge, plants every 
virtue in the heart, and exalts the character by intellec ‘tual and moral 
excellence. This should be the lofty aim of female edueation. Its im- 
mense consequence will be readily admitted, if we view it in connexion 
with personal and domestic happiness, the moral condition of the com- 
munity, and the interests of manners and literature. 

“An extensive and liberal system of instruction is of vast advantage 
to a female, as connected with her personal happiness. If her know- 
ledge be only superficial, from what source is she to derive her aney- 
ments or a proper acquaintance with her great and numerous duties ? 
How limited will be her sphere of usefulness, and how scanty her re- 
sources for the employment of her leisure hours! How will she relieve 
home of a wearisome monotony, render herself interesting to those 
‘around her, or prevent her mind from preying on itself, and becoming 
the victim of ennui? What is to keep her from the snares of vice, from 
a round of unprofitable | visiting, from an incessant desire of theatres and 
balls, and other exciting amusements, from 

A youth of folly, an old age of cards, 

and from a miserable, reproachful, and unchristian life?) Enrich her 
mind with sound and valuable knowledge, inspire her heart with virtue, 
and you will ensure to her the highest and purest satisfaction. Impart 
to her an acquaintance with the wonderful powers and properties of her 
understanding, and with the delights that flow from intellectual indul- 
gences, you will then enable her to hold interesting discourse with rea- 
son, to mould her principles, to regulate her associations, and subdue 
her prejudices. Lead her to the elevated walks of moral philosophy, 
and you will induce her to rise above the grossness of sense, to seek the 
exalting raptures that flow from wisdom and virtue; you will enable her 
better to understand and perform her duties, and incite her to investigate 
more diligently, and observe more reverently, the sublime doctrines and 
precepts of revealed truth. Such a course will produce in her inexpres- 
sible complacency of mind, will destroy the possibility of weariness at 
home, and correct all inordinate passion for diversions. She will find a 
boundless field of joy opened to her from contemplating the phenomena 
of the natural world, and from observing ever new and varying beauties 
in creation. 

‘* Female education is of immense importanee, as connected with do- 
mestic life. It is at home, where man generally passes the largest por- 
tion of his time; where he seeks a refuge from the vexations and em- 
harrassments of business, an enchanting repose from exertion, a relax- 
ation from care by the interchange of affection ; where some of his finest 
sympathies, tastes, and moral and religious feelings are formed and 
nourished ;—where is the treasury of pure disinterested love, such as is 
seldom found in the busy walks of a selfish and calculating world. No- 
thing can be more desirable, than to make one’s domestic abode the 
highest object of his attachment and satisfaction. 
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** Now on woman devolves almost the whole superintendence of a fa- 
mily. On her chiefly depend its economy, order, and moral beauty and 
harmony. Knowledge alone will effect these benefits, and the whol 
character of home will be graduated according to the degree of that 
knowledge. The welfare of a family, as connected with its pecuniary 
concerns, is owing very materially to female management. It is educa- 
tion, which is to produce right views and feelings respecting the proper 
course of living, and the correct adjustment of expenses in the various 
departments of domestic life. It was the remark of Dr. Johnson, that 
a woman cannot have too much arithmetic ; and Hannah More has told 
us, “that a sound economy is a sound understanding, brought into ac- 
tion; it is calculation realized; it is the doctrine of proportion, reduced 
to practice ; itis foresceing consequences, and guarding against them ; 
it 1s expecting contingencies, and being prepared for them.” Besides, 
a female wants knowledge and judgment for aiding and advising those 
of her household. Where is the counsellor, in whom man is so much 
inclined to place confidence, as in the partner of his cares and joys? By 
the possession of intellectual attainments, she may guide her husband in 
satety amidst numerous dangers, and may interpose by the combined 
influences of an enlightened mind and tender affection, to break the 
force of every calamity that could not be foreseen or prevented. It can 
never reasonably be apprehended that, by enlarging a woman’s facul- 
ties, and improving her taste and fee ings, she will think herself above 
the common duties of domestic life. Notwithstanding recent progress 
of female education, we see no diminution of the household virtues. 
They were perhaps never better observed than at the present day ; and 
she, who from pretence of superior wisdom disdains a condescension to 
* house affairs,” will generally be found not much distinguished for in- 
telligence and common sense. 

“Female education is extremely valuable from its imparting an ele- 
vated and improved character to domestic discourse. Conversation is 
one of the greatest joys of existence; and the more perfect it is made 
by the resources of learning, enlarged views of morality, the refinement 
of taste, the riches of language, aud the splendours of imagery, the more 
exquisite is the joy. It is from education that discourse coliects all its 
ornamental drapery, “its clothing of wrought gold,” its thrilling elo- 
quence, its sweetest music, and all its magical influence over the soul. 

** Female education is inseparably connected with the moral condi- 
tion of society. It is essential to the common good that knowledge 
should be universally diffused. Every uneducated person is an ano- 
maly in the scheme of human happiness, is constantly retarding its 
advancement, and is at variance with one of the most benevolent de- 
signs and provisions of heaven. ‘Go, teach all nations,” was the man- 
date of mercy to the first missionaries of the Gospel; and we are assured 
that, from such a mandate, God designs the unlimited diffusion of 
knowledge. It was the entirely original as well as the infinitely gra- 
cious purpose of our Saviour, to provide intellectual as well as religiout 
and moral light for every one that cometh into the world. Every well 
instructed mind is a diminution of the mass of human misery, and an 
addition to that of human happiness.”’ 
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“The importance of female education, as connected with the gene- 
ral happiness of the community, will be readily admitted, if we advert 
to that powerful moral infleence. which women hold over their children 
at the periods of infancy and childhood, and which is continued with 
their female children almost to the age of maturity. The mental and 
moral impressions that a child receives during the first years of life, are 
chiefly derived from the mother; and these are generally conceded to 
form the very elements of character, and to generate those moral ten- 
dencies, which colour the whole of existence. Seldom are ear! y impres- 
sions effaced. Most of the distinguished men on record received the 
seeds of their greatness from maternal culture. It was under thé care, 
and, as it were, in the bosom of his mother, says ‘Tacitus, that the ten- 
der mind of Agricola was trained to science and e very liberal accom- 
phishment. Lord Bacon made grateful ac knowledgments to his mother 
for his love of philosophy and great renown. We learn, too, that ma- 
ternal ability, vigilance and decision chiselled the bold outlines of glory 
in the life of the political saviour of our country. Who among us can 
deny his obligations for maternal care in imparting holy influences ? 
Who feels not over his soul the recollections of a mother’s early fond- 
ness, and finds not his character moulded by her constant and faithful 
assiduities? Who can be sufficiently grateful, when that fondness and 
those assiduities have been enlightened by wisdom and hallowed by piety? 
Now, ifa mother have no education, or, what is as bad; one that was 
merely superficial and showy; if she lack understanding, and has never 
attended to the culture of her heart, her children will inherit the defi- 
ciences of her character, and will prove either incumbrances or positive 
evils to the community. Whereas a well informed and religious woman 
will inspire in her children generous sentiments and fee ings. From 
her intellectual and moral exertion, from a resistless proneness to imita- 
tion, and trom the moral contagion of maternal rectitude and dignity, 
her children will be abundantly blessed with all the best materials for 
the formation of character. It is by providing High Schools of instruc- 
tion for females, that you are to make them the best and most success- 
ful teachers in the land, to render them ministering angels to countless 
beings, and to multiply the joys of learning and virtue. Here then are 
we taught that the advancement of female education is one of the most 
efficacious means for promoting the public good. This will clothe so- 
ciety with new beauty and new blessings. On the exertions of the 


itelligent and pious of the present age rests the iminense responsible~ 


ness of the future character of our country. It has become the imperi 
ous duty of every people, of every government, to make abundant pro- 
vision for female education. 

The moral power of woman extends not merely over children, but 
affects immediately and directly the tastes, habits and pursuits of all her 
friends and companions. Her character is felt throughout the intricate 
inachinery of society, and gives complexion to the age. As her condition 
is elevated or depressed, as she is learned or unlearned, licentious or 
pure, so rises or falls the character of the institutions, of the morals and 
of the manners of the community. Strengthen her mind, adorn it with 
intellectual furniture, give to her voice the music of enlightened and elo- 
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quent discourse, clothe her manners with dignity, grace her soul with 
the enchanting robes of faith and piety; and then man will approach 
her with profound respect ; he will not enter her abode, till he can be as- 
similated to her attributes; he will elevate his mind to her principles, 
give purity and elegance to his manners and language, that he may be 
a welcome visitant at her home, and taste there the refined joys of 
knowledge and piety. Let her mind be weak, her conversation trifling, 
her love of flattery strong, her sensibility affected, and her manners ar- 
tificial, then will her society be sought only by the foolish and vain, and 
she will be admired only for personal beauty; she will lower the tone of 
discourse and of thought; she will encourage frivolity and folly in man, 
and weaken the strong holds of wisdom and virtue. Knowledge alone 
can stop such evils. It is on the ground of female education, where the 
moral lever must be placed, to move the world to a more elevated orbit 


of intellectual and moral glory.” 
* * * * * 


“Let me now close this address, my friends, by urging on your at- 
tention and liberality the claims of female education. These claims, 
you perceive, are of the highest possible character, connected with all 
that is lovely and beautiful in the condition of man,—with the personal 
happiness of every individual, with all the comforts of home, with the 
best interests of the community, and even with the growth and prospe- 
rity of our country. They are connected with the condition of the 
countless multitude of unborn millions that are yet to be wafted upon 
the current of time to eternity. ‘They are connected with our own mo- 
mentous destiny at the last dread tribunal of Jehovah. Learning pleads 
for woman to bring her energies and her charms to its exalted cause. 
Religion pleads for ‘woman,’ that she may be guided by its cheering 
light, and adorned with its precious ornaments ; that she may be admit- 
ted to the temple of its sublime doctrines and holy truths, to its cham- 
bers, decked with curious and glorious workmanship by the hand of 
God. Science pleads for woman, to open before her susceptible mind 
the mysterious and splendid e xxhibitions ‘of omniscience and infinite be- 
nevolence in the works of Nature. Wisdom speaks, as from the throne 
of God, and pleads with woman to take fast hold of instruction, saying, 
“let her not go; keep her, for she is the end of thy life.” Patriotism 
pleads for woman, that she may dwell forever in the land of liberty and 
virtue; that she may lend her influence to advance our national pros- 

rity; and that, illumined by the purest principles and warmed by a 
holy zeal, she may inculcate such lessons, as shall render her descend- 
ants the invincible defenders of freedom and the true faith. Where can 
genius so sublimely exert herself, where can eloquence be so righteously 
employ ed, where can governments so wisely legislate, where can wealth 
he so profitably expended, as in aiding the cause of female education ;— 

a cause which, though accomplishing wonders in improving the condi- 
tion of the world, i is yet far behind the spirit of the age, and the de- 
mands of society? Let us now hope that its claims will be regarded; 

and that woman may soon realize all the blessings that learning, refine- 
ment, genius, eloquence, the efforts of man and the power of the Gospel 
can possibly confer upon her; “that our daughters may be as corner 
stones, polished after the simuilitude of a palace.” 
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Ox more than merciful! whose bounty gave . 
Thy guiltless self to glut the greedy grave! ‘ 
Whose heart was rent to pay Thy people's price: t 
The great High-priest at once and sacrifice! | 
Help, Saviour, by Thy cross and crimson stain, 
Nor let Thy glorious blood be spilt in vain! 

When sin with flowery garland hides her dart, 
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When tyrant force would daunt the sinking heart, | 
When fleshly lust assails, or woridly care, |‘ 





Orthe soul flutters in the Fowler’s snare ,— 
Help, Saviour, by Thy cross and crimson stain, 
Nor let Thy glorious blood be spilt in vain! 
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And, chiefest then, when Nature yields the strife, 

And mortal darkness wraps the gate of life; ) 

When the poor spirit, from the tomb set free, 

3 Sinks at thy feet and lifts its hope to Thee,— 
Help, Saviour, by Thy cross and crimson stain, 
Nor let Thy glorious blood be spilt in vain! 
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Journal of the Convention.—From this document just printed 
we learn, in addition to the particulars mentioned in our last H 
number, that the Church in this Diocese consists of the Bishop, , 
26 Priests, 5 Deacons, and 42 Congregations.—A Sunday School 
has been opened in St. Paul’s Church, for the religious instruction 
of children of colour.—Divine Service is held once a month during 
the Summer, at the Rocks Chapel, St. John’s Parish; and once a 
month during the Winter and Spring, at the old Parish Church of . 
St. Stephen’s.—T he Church at Sullivan’s Island, through the lauda- 
ble exertions of liberal individuals, has been relieved from all 
pecuniary difficulty.—In St. Andrew’s Parish, the coloured people 
attend the Church numerously, with encouragement from the 
Parishioners, and are well accommodated.—T he Convention repeat 
their anxious desire, that the Members of our Church in the several 
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Parishes would contribute their quota, according to the rate recom- a 
mended by the General Convention, towards the building fund of f 
the Theological Seminary—The Committee on matters connected ie 


with the Seminary, report that the “‘ Bishop Dehon Scholarship,” 
has an invested capital of more thau $3000, and the “Bishop Bowen 
Scholarship,” as having already the amount of $1340, but are 
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unable for want of intormation to mention the condition of the 
Scholarship at Claremont, instituted under the ministry of the Rev. 
Mr. Barlow.—The Rev. Mr. Walker, Rector of St. Helena. 
Beaufort, was appointed to preach at the opening of the next 
Convention, and in case of his failure, the Rev. Mr. Taylor, Recto: 
of St. John's, Colleton. 

The endeavours made by this Convention at its Session in 1827, 
and again at this Session i828, to carry tuto effect the resolution 
of the last General Convention, with respect to the building fund 
of the General Theological Seminary, remind us that we have not 
notieed in the Journals of the Conventions of other Dioceses, any 
order touching this subject. We know that the Seminary has many 
and zealous friends in most, if not all, of the Dioceses, and there- 
fure have been surprised, that measures for liquidating the debt on 
the Seminary building, have not been connmmnenced. Indeed, the 
earnest recommendation of the General Convention, in relation to 
this subject, does not appear to have been brought to the notice of 
the Diocesan Conventions at all, with the single exception of that 
of South-Carolina. 

The Lord’s Day.—At a Convention of Delegates from sixteen 
counties or towns, in the western part of New-York, held at 
Auburn, in February last, it was resolved to estabiish a line of 
stages that shall not travel on this day. We rejoice to find 
_ public attention, at length, awakened to the flagrant violations of 
holy time, which seem to be prevailing more and more. If the 
‘love of money” tempts the proprietors of stages and steam-boats, 
to use them indiscriminately on the Lord’s day, let the friends of 
order, morality, and religion, supply a counter temptation, by 
giving ‘their patronage exclusively to those who “ remember the 
Sabbath-day to keep it holy.”” We invite the attention of our 
readers to an admirable article on this subject in the present number. 

Infant Schools.—The Superintendant of the Infant School, 
Philadelphia, reports 193 pupils, of whom, about 100 are regular 
attendants. He has also a Sunday School containing 231, of whom, 
about one half, are infant-school children. He says, that i in dis- 
charging his duty at the latter, “‘ he thinks it his duty to deprive 
himself of the benefit of attending a place of public worship, both 
mornings and afternoons.’’ With all due deference, we would 
respectfully inquire, why the children cannot be conducted to 
public worship at some Church; and after service, as at other Sun- 
day Schools, receive their instruction. It has always appeared to us 
the great merit of the Sunday School institution, that it brings the 
Young underthe discipline of the Church. Such appears to have been 
a primary object with its founder Mr. Raikes. Let the children be 
taught by the pious laymen, but let them also be gathered into the 
Congregation under its divinely appointed ministry. We see no 
reason for separating one part of the plan from the other. However, 
there may be peculiar circumstances in this case unknown to us. 
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The First Sunday School in the United States.—It appears that 
the valuable institution of “Sunday Schools,” was introduced into 
our Country, as early as 1791, at Philadelphia, and that of the 
association by which it was organized, Bishop White was the 
President. The truth is, however, that a similar institution was 
co-eval with Christianity, for what were the Catechetical Schools, 
which existed in primitive times, but Sunday Schools, and it has 
always been the custom in our Church both in England and 
America, to gather the young members of the flock, in the Church 
on certain Sundays in the year, to be instructed in religion by their 
Ministers. The Sunday School brings to their aid pious lay persons, 
and in this and other respects is an improvement of the system, or 
rather a recurrence to the practice of the primitive Church, in 
which the office of a Catechist held by pious men and women, ap- 
pears to have been essentially the same as that of a Sunday School 
Teacher. 


New Churches.—Five thousand dollars have been subscribed 
towards the erection of a new Church Editfice in Taunton, Mass. 

Arrangements are also making to commence one in Northampton, 
Mass. in the Spring. 

Two uew stone Churches h. ive been erected, one in Maitland, 
and the other in Brockhill, U. C. the last season. That in Brock- 
hill when finished will be very elegant. A weoden edifice has also 
been erected in Oxford, and another at Edwardsburgh, will proba- 
bly be begun next season. 

‘The Episcopal! Church lately erected in this place, [Saco, Me.] 
was consecrated on ‘Tuesday, ‘Nov. 20th, by the Right Rev. Alex- 
ander V. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. The Socic ty 
who have engaged with much unanimity and ardour in the erection 
of this C hurch, was forme ‘dearly in the’ Spring, and has become 
respectable in its numbers, and in the character of its members. 

Trinity Church, Buston.—The proprietors of this ancient wooden 
edifice have resolved to take it down, and erect a handsome stone 
Church in its place. 

St. Paul’s Church, Detroit.—The new brick edifice erecting for 
the use of this Congregation, which has been gathered by the Rey. 
R. F. Cadle, a Missionary of the General Missionary Society, we 
learn, is expected to be ready for consecration in July next. 

Church at Tuscaloosa, Alabama.—A respectable Congregation 
has been recently organized at this place by the Rev. R. Davis, an 
agent of the Geveral Missionary Society 

The inhabitants of the rapidly improving village of Oswego, 
have raised $4000 towards erecting a Church in that place. The 
building is expected to be completed during the next summer. 

New- York.—The vacancy in the Rectorship of St. Thomas’ 
Church, has been supplied by the appointment to that office of 
Rev George Upfold, M. D. (a different Gentleman was by mistake 
named in the last number of the Gospe) Messenger,) then Rector 
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of St. Luke’s Church, and the vacancy thus occasioned, in St. 
Luke's, has been supplied by the appointment of the Rev 8S Ives, 
then Assistant Minister of Christ Church, all these Churches in the 
city of New-York. 

It appears trom the first annual report of the Thelogical Scholar- 
ship Society, of St Thomas’ Church, that it has 21 Life, and 
Annual Members, and that the amount of its fund is already 
$667 26. It will be recollected, that this Society was organized 
on the plan suggested by the Rev Wm Barlow, similar to ouc 
instituted by him at C laremont, in South-Carolina. 

The New-York Protestant Episcopal Missionary Society, have 
changed the time of their annual meeting, to the evening of the 
first day of the meeting of the Diocesan Convention ‘The exped- 
iency of interesting the Members of the Convention in these 
valuable Societies, induced the Missionary Society of South-Caro- 
lina, some time since, to adopt a similar change of their anniversary. 

Canada.—C onsiderable numbers of the religions teachers of other 
persuasions, within this Diocese, have from time to time, offered 
to transfer their services to the Church of England, and not a few 
of these have been approved and enlisted under her banners, where 
they so acquit themselves, as would not do discredit to any cause. 

Treland.—Schools and Education, (we learn from the Christian 
Sentinel,) are rapidly spreading throughout this Country, and the 
increased demand for Bibles and religious works is truly astonishing. 
In 1809, the number of Sunday Schools was seventy-three In 
October 1827, were reported one thousand nine hundred and forty 
five Schools, taught by 14,400 Teachers, and containing - 163,000 
Scholars, of whom, 75,000 can read their Bibles, and are permitted 
to carry them home, for the benelit of their parents and friends. 
The Church is frequented more than the ‘Theatre. Books of devo- 
tion dispuie the possession of the toilette table wit! works of 
imagination The Sacrament is no longer considered an unmeaning 
ceremony. Charitable Societies increase. Meetings to promote 
the diffusion of the Seriptures among the poor, take place almost 
every day. 

In Dublin, (remarks the Christian Examiner,’ Churches are 

‘now become the conquerors of play-houses Ninety years ago, 
hie were seven play-houses in Dublin.” Now look over Dublin, 
and where are these play-houses? One solitary establisment draws 
on a precarious and shrivelled existence. 

France —A new Protestant Church was consecrated at Nanteuil- 
les-Meaux, (near Meaux) on the 4th of November last, by the Right 
Rey. Bishop Luscombe, at the request of the Protestants of that 
district, made to him through their pastor, Mons. Sabonadiere. 
Luscombe, was atte ‘nded on this interesting occasion, by the 
- Drs. Jarvis and Peneveyre, two Clergymen of the Protestant 
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Paris; by the Rev. Messrs. Brereton and Foyster, two English 
Cle rey men, and by M. Oegger, who has been first vicar of the 
Cathedral of Notre Dame, but who has resigned that office from 
couscientious motives On arriving at the Church door, the Bishop 
was received by the Consistory and principal male members of the 
Congregation, who ranged themselves in two lines, with their 
psalm-books in their hands, and as the procession advanced into 
the Church, they were joined by the whole Congregation in singing 
the 24th Psalm. The Consecration Service was performed by 
Bishop Luscombe Dr. Jarvis read the /.pistle, and Mr. Brereton 
the Gospel; Dr Peneveyre read the Lessons and C'ommandments in 
the desk, according to the order of the French Protestant worship; 
and Mons Sabonadiere, the Minister of the Congregation, read 
prayers in the pulpit, and preached a very eloquent sermon, from 
(renesis xxviii. 17, 

China —On his return to Canton, Dr Morrison addressed a letter 
to the Committee of the British Prayer-Book and Homily Society, 
of which the following is a part: 

To assist the little flock who forsake the worship of idols, in their 
devotions addressed to the God of Christians, | purpose, during the 
eusuing season. to translate all the Collects, Prayers, and Thanks- 
givings of the English Prayer-Book into Chinese. Should you 
think it right to contribute to the printing of them, they will form 
a useful Christian Tract, or Prayer-Book, for the illumination and 
spiritual instruction of new converts. There are those around us 
who are half convinced, and almost Christinns. An increase of the 
means of instruction ts highly important: China is agitated with 
insurrection aud rebellion; perhaps the time to favour her with 
emancipation, from idols and athetsm is about to come 

In answer to this communication, the Committee have authorised 
Dr. Morrison to print 2000 copies of the translation so proposed, 
at the Socicty’s expense 


~~ 
BIBLE QUESTIONS. 


What are the evidences of the dirine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
2. Why was it necessary that he should assume the human nature’ 
eer Pe arson and Burrow on the second article of the Apost/es’ Creed.—Hore 


Solitaria, pages 52, 65, =3.—Olinthus Grecory’s Letters, p. 85.—Rev. Dr. Dalcho's 

( abichieil on the Di ivinity of Christ.—stackhouse’s Body of Divinity, +‘ page 2). 

Religious Tracts of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Vol, . Tract 2. 
Ot 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

We have just received “(a Sermon, delivered in the Chape ‘lof the ¢ General Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Protestant E piscopr | Church in the United States,” by the 
Rev. Bird Wi ison, D. D. Professor of Systematic Divinity, and published j in com 
plianee with a request from the students. ‘The discourse is from 2 Timothy, ii. 15. 
Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.—\ts object is to lay down some of those principles 
which may be | useful in guiding a minister of mes jospel i in the proper instruction 
ot his lock. The selection of topics by the Rev. preacher is highly judicious 
The first of them—the adaptation of ministe rial instruction to the character and condi- 
ion of man asa fallen and sinful being—we have selected as a specimen of the 
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whole. This Sermon, like the other productions of Professor Wilson, is distin 
guished for soundness of sentiment, perspicuity, and purity of style, and deep and 
chastened piety; and will beread by all with pleasure and advantage. We cannot 
but felicitate the students of that excellent institution, on their enjoyment of the 
eminent ability, varied and extensive learning, and sound practical wisdom, dis- 
played by the two late productions of their justly distinguished Professors.— Epis. 
copal Watchman. 


Jahn’s Introduction to the Old Testament.—In a former number we announced 
that a Translation of this valuable work had been undertaken by the Rev. Dr. Tur- 
ner, Professor of Biblical Learning and the Interpretation of Scripture in the Gene- 
ra! Theological Seminary of the uitoctaed Episcopal Church, and the Rev. Mr 
Wittingham, an alumnus of the Seminary. Within afew days we have received a 
copy of the Translation, and though unable as yet to accomplish such an examina- 
tion as would enable us to do it justice, we cannot withhold the expression of our 
entire satistaction, so far as we have examined it, and of our sincere pleasure at its 
appearance. ‘The preparation of such works is among the most valuable results to 
be expected from the establishment of institutions like the Theological seminary. 
The institutions at Princeton and Andover, in the hands of other denominations ot 
Christians, have already done in this way distinguished honor to the country, and 
valuable service to the cause of sacred literature. Our own Seminary, though ofa 
later planting, is not destined, we confidently trust, to be found less fruittul; and we 
call upon churchmen to come forward, and by the zealous exertion of their talent: 
and influence, and the liberal contribution of their wealth, to piace this little nur- 
sery of the Lord’s vineyard beyond the reach of waat; and, with His blessing, who 
in every good work giveth the increase beyond the possibility of failure. Forour- 
selves, we hail this, its first fruits, asthe earnest of a rich and abundant harvest; 
and, knowing as we do, (heirabundant resources and unwearied diligence to whom 
we are indebted tor it, we heartily bid them “God Speed!” in their good work, 
and earnestly entreat them not to be discouraged from its prosecution. It cannot 
be that American Episcopalians, claiming fellowship, as they du, with that noble 
Church, whose sons have been the boldest and the ablest champious of sound theo- 
logy, and of pure and undefiled religion against the overwhelming corruptions ot 
popery, and the distracting errors of those countless sects and schisms which have 
grown up since the blessed Reformation, will be content to add nothing to the 
Christian armory. The present volume, affording the most substantial evidence oi 
avery fitness for the work, cannot fail of calling forth the interest and patronage o! 
Churchmen. We look confidently to it as to the commencement of a new era in 
the American Church.—?d. 


The Episcopal Watchman, published weekly at Hartford, (Conn.) is thus justly 
in our opinion evantetinnd by a writer in the Eastern diocese.—‘‘The temper 
with which the Watchman has been conducted, and its dignified and commendable 
silence on most of those topics which have distracted some portions of the Church. 
has endeared it to all of us who read it in this quarter. We are gratified with its 
Episcopal character. Not that it is a bawler for the Church—nor a vilifier of other 
denominations—for we would have neither of these—but that it only exhibits our 
beloved Church as she is—sound in doctrine—pure in worship—always distinguish- 
ing between revivals of religion and revivals of disorder and evil passions—temper- 
ate, yet firm in her rule—seeking firs! the kingdom of God and his righteousness—and 
studying the ‘hings that make for peace, and those whereby one may edify another 
We have been instructed and pleased with the remarks appropriate to the Collects, 
Epistles and Gospels—and highly approve the judgment and piety which are dis- 
tayed in the selection of matter forits columns. If the editor would inquire of us 
in this region how his paper could be best adapted to the taste of his readers, we 
should only advise him to go on as he has begun—to tell us nothing of high Church 
or low Church—nothing of feuds nor dissentions among our brethren—to ‘ overturn 
no man’s altar’-—to ‘punish no man’s prayer’—to submit nothing to our perusal 
which will tend, if read immediately before going to the communion, to unfit us 
for a right participation in that holy sacrament. But, on the contrary, to exhibit 
our Church in her dignity and purity, as a constant promoter of that religion which 
is firsl pure, then ofomes fl gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.”’ 
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Theological Library— Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advance- 
ment of Christianity in South- Carolina. 


The Librarian reports the following Donations recently made :— 

By Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, D. D.—Fitty copies of a Tract, entitled “ Some 
of the Arguments in Favour of moore on forcibly stated, in an Extract from 
Bishop Ravenscroft’s late work, entitled “The Doctrines of the Church Vindica- 
ted.” 

By Rev. Andrew Fowler.—The Sunday Visitant, or Weekly Repository of Chris- 
tian Knowledge, quarto, half bound. 

By Rev. Allston Giblbes.—An Address, pronounced at the opening of the New- 
York Athenwum, Dec. 14, 1824. By Henry Wheaton. &vo. bds. 

By Rev. William H. Mitchell.—Strabonis Rerum Geographicarum Libri XVII 
&e. &c., folio, parchment. Paris, 1620. 

By Mrs. Henrietta S. Wilson.—Discourses and Dissertations on the Seriptural 
Doctrines of Atonement and Sacrifices, from the last London edition, with large 
additions. By W. Magee, D. D. F. R. 8. M. R. 1. A. Archbishop of Armagh, 2v 
bds. 1225. 

By Miss Mary and Miss Elizabeth Warley.—A Paraphrase on the Books of Job, 
Psalms, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, with Notes, Critical, Historical and Practical. 
By Lawrence Holden, of Maldon, in Essex, 4v. 8vo. calf. The Genuine Works of 
Flavius Josephus, the Jewish Historian, &c. &c. by William Whiston, M. A. 4v. 
svo. calf gilt. Letters on Hume’s History of Great- Britain, 8vo. sheep. 

By Hon. Thomas §. Grimké.—The Washington Theological Repertory, 4 v. 8vo 
half bound, three vols. do. in monthly numbers, Svo. stiched. Missionary Herald, 
for September, October, November and December, 1*27, vo. stitched. Biblical 
Repertory for April, July and October, Svo. stitched. 

By Paul Traper, Student of the General Theological Seminary of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the United States. A Sermon, delivered in the Chapel of 
the General Theological Seminary of the Pro. Epis. Church in the United States 
By Bird Wilson, D. D. Professor of Systematic Divinity. 

By John G. Roberds.—Several Classical School Books. 

By Edwin Gibbes.—The Christian Bishop approving himself unto God, in refer- 
ence to the present state of the Pro. Epis. Church in the United States of America. 
A Sermon preached in Christ Church, in the city of Philadelphia, on Thursday, 
25th October, 1827, at the Consecration of Rt. Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, D. D. 
assistant Bishop of the Pro. Epis. Church in the State of Pennsylvania. By John 
Henry Robart, D. D. Bishop of the Prot. Epis. Church in the Stateof New-York, 
8vo. stitched. 

By Ebenezer Thayer.—Hymns of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, set forth in General Conventions of said Church, in the years of 
our Lord 1789, 1808 and 1826, 8vo. calf. Wisner’s Review of the Rev. Dr. Chan- 
ning’s Discourse, preached at the Dedication of the Second Congregational Unita- 
rian Church, New-York, December 7, 1826, Svo. stitched. The Poor Man’s Pre- 
servative against Popery, addressed to the lower classes of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. By the Rev. Joseph Blanco White, formerly Chaplain to the King of Spaln, 
&c. &c. 12mo. stitched. 


{> Life Members of the Society, and those Annual Members who have been 
such, and have paid up their contributions for twelve years, are entitled to the use 
of the Library, free of expense. Other members pay five dollars for the same in 
addition to their annual subscription. 

I> Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received by Ebenezer 
Thayer, Librarian, at the Library, No. 79 Broad-st. between Meeting and King-sts. 
Entrance through the gate. Library hours, every day, Sunday excepted, from 12 till 


2 o'clock. 
<96l0e~— 


OBITUARY. 

{t becomes our melancholy duty to record the death of the Rev. Ornw Crarx, 
D. D. Rector of Trinity Church, Geneva. He expired on Sunday morning, the 
24th of February, in the 41st year of his age. His health had been evidently de- 
clining for several years, though very few of his friends had apprehended, till within 
the last two months, so early a termination of his disease. By this event a large 
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circle of relatives and friends have been deprived of an interesting ¢ompanion, his 
congregation of a faithful and laborious spiritual guide, and the Church at tarce of 
a devout servant and able defender. The funeral took place on Tuesday the 26th, 
when we were gratified to witness the presence of so many of the clergy, though 
the travelling was extremely difficult. The funeral service was performed by the 
Rev. Mr. Sellon, and an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Adam: 
President of Geneva College.— Auburn Gospel Messenger. 

Died, on the 24th February, 1828, in the city of Washington, Major-General! 
Jacos Browx, Commander in Chief of the army of the United States. His military 
achievements during the last war, are matters of grateful recollection to his coun- 
trymen; while, we trust, his firm attachment to the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
led him to seek a» interest in that Saviour who, alone, can secure his everlasting 
glory beyond (oe tomb. 

Died lately a Gottingen, the celebrated German Theologian, John Gottfried 
Fichhorn, aged 75; having been a protessor 34 years. 

Died, on the 26th Feb. the Rev. Greoree Oris, A. M. Rector of Christ’s Church. 
Cembridge. Ms. aged 32 years. Thus are we called to commisserate the Church 
in }er sad bereavement. Nurtured trom infancy in her bosom, Mr. Otis well prov- 
ed inis pious gratitude in manhood, by giving honor and support to the parent oi his 
youth. From first maturity his richly cultured mind, borne up by ardent zeal, gave 
the whole force of its energetic exertions to the cause of his Saviour and his Church, 
and at iast his life was given a sacrifice to the discharge of his parochial duty. His 
religion was ofa fervent, rational and cheerful cast; bis theological views he deriv- 
ed from Christ and his noble army of Apostles and martyrs. Untainted by the here- 
sies or fanaticism so frequent in this age, he firmly trod that middle walk which 
Scripture and right reason point out In his decease, the small cirele of his relations 
lament a true friend and brother; his flock, an eloquent and faithful pastor; society, 
a bright orvament; literature, a lover; virtue, a pillar, and the world, a good 
man. But yet there is gain when a Christian dies—another example is given for 
the guidance vu! mankind; a beacon-licht to immortal clorv'—and anothér trne sol- 
dier enrolled in the grand phalanx of the ‘just made perfect in Heaven.— Episcopal 
Watchman. 

—thic~ 
EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATION. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Pishop of the Pro. Epis. Church in Connecticut.— 
On Saturday, sepruary 16th, 1228, in Christ Church, Hartford, Jacob Oson was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and on Sunday, the 17th, he was admitted 
to the Holy Order of Priests. Mr. Oson is a coloured man, who has been preparing 
for the service of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of our Church, at 
Liberia. 

CONSECRATION. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.—On Tuesday. 
November 20th, 1°27, the Episcopal! Church just erected in Saco, Maine, was con 
secrated to the Christian Worship of Almighty God. 


—-—<>— 
CALENDAR FOR APRIL. 


1. Tuesday before Easter. 
2. Wednesday do. 
3. Thursday do.—Monthly Meeting of the Board of Managers of the 
Pro. Epis. Missionary Society, composed of young men and others. 
4. Good Friday. 
5. Easier Even. 
6. Easter Sunday. 
7. Easter Monday.—Monthly meeting of the Trustees of the P. E. Society 
forthe Advancement ot Christianity in South-Carolina. 
8. Easter Tuesday. 
13. First Sunday after Easter. 
20. Second do do. 
2°. St. Mark. 


Third Sunday after Easter 








